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Browning Drive, Winchester, Hampshire, SO22 5AR - Tel: 01962 852591, 01962 865444 - Email: adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk

Hello Western — | hope everyone had a super summer
holiday and enjoyed some family time together; the
weather was certainly exceptional this year. It has been
wonderful to see everyone back in school this week, for
what has seemed to be a lovely calm start to the term. A
big Western welcome to our new children in YR who will
begin officially next week, and also to the many other
children who have joined us across the school in different
year groups. It was good to see Y6 and Y2 parents/carers at
our Meet and Greet sessions this week and we look
forward to welcoming more of you into school next week
for the remaining briefings. Please keep a close eye on the
Dates for your Diary section on the weekly newsletter, as
new ones will appear or be amended. Finally, do have a
lovely weekend. Petow Burbridge

Allergies REMINDER

May we remind parents that packed lunches and mid-
morning snacks should not contain items to which some
children/staff have a severe allergic reaction; please do not
provide your child with: Nuts of any kind including PESTO,
Sesame Seeds, Hummus and Falafel, OR any food
containing Sesame or Sesame oil — Thank you.

Parking

May we respectfully remind parents/carers that there
should be no parking close to the school gates or up on the
kerb. We are already aware that some neighbours’
driveways have been blocked and that cars have parked
illegally. Please, park away from the school and then walk
the last part. Alternatively, there may be parking on
Chilbolton Avenue and then it is possible to walk to
Western via Links Road and use our back gate. Please can
we all be aware of local residents when parking at drop off
and collection — Thank you.

This week we have been thinking about New
Beginnings and being one Western family.

Next week we will be finding out more about our school
values and thinking how important they are in all aspects
of life at Western.

Learning together with love, compassion and respec

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 8" September Y5 Meet & Greet — 6.30pm — Hall
Wednesday 9t September Y4 Meet & Greet — 6.30pm — Hall
Wednesday 16 September Y1 Classic Cars
Friday 25" September Y4 Egyptian Workshop all day
Monday 28™ September YR Curriculum Workshop — 7pm
Wednesday 30" September Y1 visit to Beaulieu
Friday 2" October CAMEO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
Tuesday 13t October Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5
Thursday 15t October Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5
Friday 16 October INSET Day — school closed to pupils
Monday 19" October Y6 Residential to Osmington Bay
Wednesday 21 October Open Morning
Friday 23" October End of Half Term

Monday 26" — Friday 30" October — Half-Term
Monday 2"¢ November Start of new half term
Friday 6™ November Open Morning
Tuesday 10" November School photographs - individuals
Tuesday 10™" November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
Wednesday 11" November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
Friday 13 November CAMEO Club - Hall from 2.45pm
Saturday 14" November Open Morning
Tuesday 17" November School photographs - siblings
Wednesday 18" November Open Morning
Thursday 19" November Open Evening
Friday 20" November Flu Vaccinations
Wednesday 25" November Open Morning
Friday 27 November Pantomime — Y1 to Y6
Friday 4™ December CAMEOQO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
Wednesday 9" December YR Nativity — 2.30pm
Tuesday 15 December KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am / 2.30pm
Wednesday 16" December Carol Service at St. Paul’s 5.30pm
Thursday 17" December  Non-uniform-Xmas Lunch-Santa’s Grotto
Friday 18 December End of Autumn Term
Monday 21 December — 1% January ‘26 — Christmas Holidays

Monday 4% January Inset Day School Closed to pupils
Tuesday 5™ January Pupils return for spring term
Wednesday 6™ January Y2 Great Fire of London workshop

Thursday 7 January Open Morning

Western’s THOUGHT of the week.........

A new school year means new
beginnings, new adventures, new
friendships, and new challenges. The
slate is clean and anything can

happen. Denise Witmer

Inset Days 2025/2026

The remaining four days when the school will be closed for
staff training this academic year are: Friday 16" October
2025, Monday 4" January, Thursday 25™ March and Monday
7% June 2027.

Have a Super Weekend!
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Home School Agreement 2026/27

Please find attached to today’s newsletter our Home School Agreement, which is updated by the school and governors
each year. There are three sections for The School, Parents/Carers and Pupils. It is already pre-signed by the school. It
would be helpful if you would talk through with your child the expectations of you and the school and then if you agree
with it, you may wish to print it, sign it and get your child to sign it too (when age appropriate) and keep the copy at home
to refer to — Thank you.

Start and end of the school day

Children should not be arriving before 8.45am in the mornings please, unless they are attending Breakfast Club.

May we also respectfully request that parents/carers do not come on to the school site any earlier than 3.20pm at the end
of the day to collect their child. We will still have children moving around the school grounds independently before this
and wish pupils to be back in school before adults arrive on the school site —thank you.

Contacting School

May we respectfully remind parents/carers that if you initially wish to make contact with your child’s teacher or other
member of staff that you either telephone the school and leave a message or email using our generic address:
adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk

Staff will then contact parents/carers directly; thank you for your assistance with this.

A respectful Message — No playing after school on fields

We would ask that unless your child is attending an organised after school extra-curricular club or activity, that children
should not be playing on the school fields or around the grounds at the end of the day. Oram’s Arbour is close by and will
be able to cater for the children’s needs, as we need to ensure pupil safety and that the field is available for those children
attending after school sports activities. It also helps to protect our field and grassed areas for the benefits of all pupils who
have outdoor games sessions in school time, as well as enjoying the use of it at lunchtimes during fine weather. As stated
previously, may we therefore ask that everyone vacates the site by 3.45pm — thank you for your support.

Secondary School Open Mornings and Evenings — please check with individual school websites

The Westgate School - Open Mornings: Wednesday 16" September & Thursday 1°t October — 9.00 — 11.00am Book online
Open Evening on Thursday 17" September — 5pm — 7pm — Booking required.

Kings’ School - Open Mornings: Wednesday 23" September and Tuesday 6" October - 9.30-11.30am — book your slot via
their website. Open Evening Thursday 24" September — 6.00pm — 8.00pm — Booking required.

The Henry Beaufort School — Tuesday 22" September, Thursday 1°t October and Wednesday 14" October: 9.00 —
10.00am — Open Evening on Tuesday 22" September: 5.15 — 7.30pm - booking required for all dates

Please let the school office know if you are taking your child to a secondary school open morning and
book your lunch requirements in advance - Thank you.

ATTENDANCE

Below are the attendance percentages for each year group and the whole school for last academic year 2025/26. We very
much hope that everyone and each year group can achieve 96% as a minimum, which is Good. Next week we will start to
share the weekly percentages with you from the previous week.

May we respectfully request that Parents/Carers do not book GP/Dental appointments during the school day. Holidays
should not be taken during term time either.

Any request for absence should be put on the school Absence Request Form and submitted to the office 10 days in
advance, in order to allow time for it to be considered and processed. The vast majority of requests will be declined and
recorded as unauthorised, unless the request is considered to be as a result of exceptional circumstances. All requests are
considered by Mr Burbridge and decisions based on individual circumstances.

Total Attendance Percentage per Year Group for last academic year 2025/26

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
96.48% 96.68% 96.5 97.15% 95.73% 95.4% 96.63%
Good Good Good Good Risk of Risk of Good

Underachievement | Underachievement

Whole School Attendance
Last academic Year 2025/26

96.28%

Good

e  Excellent attendance is 98% and above
. Good attendance is 96% and above
e Risk of underachievement is 94% - 95%
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PTA News Corner

Welcome back!

We hope you all had a brilliant summer — how has 6 weeks gone so quickly?

We are very excited to start the new academic year, and are beginning to think about all
the events we will put on for the Western community this year. Thanks in advance for all
your support!

As ever, if you want to join us... please email westernpta@gmail.com!

Help Us Grow Our School Library

Our school library is at the heart of learning, imagination, and discovery. It’s where children develop a love of
reading, explore new ideas, and build skills that will stay with them for life.

Mr Burbridge has asked the PTA to help keep Western's library inspiring and up to date, so we are inviting
families to help us add new books to our shelves, either by paying for a specific book that is on the school's
wish list or by donating a sum of money. Our librarian, Mrs Weston-Smith, has collated a list of books for each
year group, a mixture of fiction and non-fiction.

Every contribution (big or small) will go directly towards purchasing new books that support the curriculum
and encourage a lifelong love of reading and learning.

You can help support our Library fundraiser by buying a book for school (or donating) here: www.pta-
events.co.uk/westernprimary

Thanks so much!

Second-hand uniform

Just realised your child has outgrown their uniform? Please donate it to us! You can leave clean, good-quality
logo items in the blue bin by the school gates.

Please ensure you do not donate any non-logo items such as trousers, shorts or dresses. We don’t have space
to store these items and we end up having to take them to charity shops. Please also ensure your donated logo
items are clean and in good condition!

And if you’re looking to get the next size up — why not visit our online second-hand uniform shop? www.pta-
events.co.uk/westernprimary

Contact us: Email us at westernpta@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook — Western Primary School PTA.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS! What's on at St Paul's Church

Don’t forget to check St. Paul’s Website for all details relating to services and social events -

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/

Attachments: - Any attachments sent to parents are to provide additional information about opportunities and/or
activities that may be of interest.
Western CE Primary does not necessarily endorse them, as they are run by other organisations and/or individuals:

A. Home School Agreement 2026/27
B. Autumn Menu
C. EASO Open Rehearsal
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