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Hello Western — It has certainly felt autumnal this week with
the rain showers interspersed with periods of sunshine; do
therefore, please make sure that your child has a suitable coat in
school for being outside at break/lunchtimes. It has been a
delight to welcome our new YR children into school and we hope
they have had an enjoyable few days, starting to make new
friends and adapting to their new environment. On Wednesday,
we completed our Meet and Greet sessions for each year group. |
will send the Powerpoints out to parents, so that everyone has
the information. Have a lovely weekend. Feter Burkridge

Learners of the Week
A very well done to the following children who were
awarded their learner of the week certificates this week:

Yr. 1: Lucas and Leo

Yr. 2: Daisy and Atticus
Yr. 3: Evie and Freddie

Yr. 4: Lincoln and Ayla

Yr. 5: Lara and Bethany
Yr. 6: lvy and Isla

Citizens of the Week
Well done to the following children who have

become Citizens of the Week by showing i u

Love, Compassion or Respect through their actions:
Lily = R: looking after class resources

Oscar — R: always being ready and respectful in carpet time
Rupert — R: being a super helper in the classroom
Marley — R: having polite conversations with adults
Bonnie — L: being very helpful in Swifts

Honor — C: great empathy when checking on a friend
Noah - L: helping the class to tick along

Ciara — L: being helpful and using all the school values
Casper — L,C: helping around the classroom

Toby - C: being supportive and helpful to a new pupil
Sophie — L: being kind and supportive of others

Beth — R: being helpful in the classroom

Western’s THOUGHT of the week.........

The most important gifts you can give
your child are a quality education and
the values that will guide them through
life.

Sunny Varkey

Inset Days 2025/2026

The remaining four days when the school will be closed for
staff training this academic year are: Friday 16" October
2025, Monday 4" January, Thursday 25" March and
Monday 7" June 2027.

Learning together with love, compassion and respec

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 16" September Y1 Classic Cars
Friday 25 September Y4 Egyptian Workshop all day
Monday 28t September YR Curriculum Workshop — 7pm
Tuesday 29" September Y6 Talk from Westgate staff — 3pm
Wednesday 30" September Y1 visit to Beaulieu
Friday 2™ October CAMEO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
Tuesday 13t October Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5
Thursday 15t October Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5
Friday 16 October INSET Day — school closed to pupils
Monday 19t October Y6 Residential to Osmington Bay
Wednesday 21 October Open Morning
Friday 23" October End of Half Term
Monday 26 — Friday 30*" October — Half-Term

Monday 2" November Start of new half term
Friday 6™ November Open Morning
Tuesday 10" November School photographs - individuals
Tuesday 10™ November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
Wednesday 11" November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
Friday 13 November CAMEO Club - Hall from 2.45pm
Saturday 14" November Open Morning
Tuesday 17™ November School photographs - siblings
Wednesday 18" November Open Morning
Thursday 19" November Open Evening
Friday 20" November Flu Vaccinations
Wednesday 25 November Open Morning
Friday 27 November Pantomime — Y1 to Y6
Friday 4™ December CAMEOQO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
Wednesday 9" December YR Nativity — 2.30pm
Tuesday 15 December KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am / 2.30pm
Wednesday 16" December Carol Service at St. Paul’s 5.30pm
Thursday 17" December  Non-uniform-Xmas Lunch-Santa’s Grotto
Friday 18™ December End of Autumn Term

Monday 21% December — 1% January ‘26 — Christmas Holidays

Monday 4% January Inset Day School Closed to pupils
Tuesday 5 January Pupils return for spring term
Wednesday 6% January Y2 Great Fire of London workshop

Thursday 7" January Open Morning

This week we have been thinking about Love,
Compassion and Respect — our school values and how

we show these through our actions.
- ’.‘Som 20on

Next week we will be finding out more about Holy Cross Day
and Christian symbols.

Have a Super Weekend!
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Staffing Update
We are delighted to welcome two new members of staff this term. Mrs Williams has joined our team of Learning Support

Assistants and Mrs Sanchez has joined us today and will be teaching Nightingales on Mondays as well as being in school on
Fridays too. Both are also current parents and | know that you will make them both welcome as new staff members within
the school community.

Staff Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy for a new Admin Assistant to work in our school offices. The vacancy advertisement went live

on Hantsweb yesterday. If you are interested or know someone who is — please telephone or email us at
adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk to request an application pack for this post. The closing date is Tuesday 22nd
September 2026.

Keeping the Field side Path clear

At the end of the day, Y2 and Y3 staff bring children out to the front of the school, so that they can be released to parents
and carers. Would those collecting children please not congregate on the path but move back or onto the top field, so that
there is room for the teachers and children to walk through more easily — thank you for your assistance with this.

Parent Help?
On Friday afternoons, Mrs Moore (Falcons’ Teacher) works with groups of children in Hazel Hill Wood, providing Forest

School learning. Whilst we have some additional adults, we were wondering if there was a keen parent or two, who would
be interested in supporting Mrs Moore and the children on a Friday afternoon in the woods. If interested, please drop us a
line at adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk

Western Uniform Reminders

Just a polite reminder that the Western Hoodies are not official school uniform and should not be worn instead of school
jumpers/cardigans. They may be worn at breaktimes, lunch times or during PE/Games sessions only. Socks should be plain
and not bearing any logos eg Nike. Shoes should also be a plain colour without logos on them and trainers are not part of
daily school uniform but should be reserved for PE or Games sessions only. Thank you for your support.

Summer Reading Challenge 2026
AN IMPORTANT REMINDER!

The summer reading challenge officially ends on SEPTEMBER 12th - so there is still time to finish up those last few

books and grab your medals and certificates!

Uniform Shop Direct4Logos — Romsey
The Direct4Logos uniform shop in Romsey, will be closed this Saturday 12" September, owing to Romsey Show taking
place at Broadlands and the expected heavy traffic.

Secondary School Open Mornings and Evenings — please check with individual school websites

The Westgate School - Open Mornings: Wednesday 16" September & Thursday 1 October — 9.00 — 11.00am Book online
Open Evening on Thursday 17" September — 5pm — 7pm — Booking required.

Kings’ School - Open Mornings: Wednesday 23" September and Tuesday 6™ October - 9.30-11.30am — book your slot via
their website. Open Evening Thursday 24" September — 6.00pm — 8.00pm — Booking required.

The Henry Beaufort School — Tuesday 22" September, Thursday 1°t October and Wednesday 14" October: 9.00 —
10.00am — Open Evening on Tuesday 22" September: 5.15 — 7.30pm - booking required for all dates

Please let the school office know if you are taking your child to a secondary school open morning and
book your lunch requirements in advance - Thank you.

ATTENDANCE

Below are the attendance percentages for each year group and the whole school for last week and the total for the whole
academic year as well — both being the same for the first week of term. Well done to everyone who attended last week. It
was however, somewhat disappointing to see that we were only 96.76% for the first week of term and Y3, sadly below
94% indicating a high risk of underachievement. Let us look for a big improvement next week please.

May we respectfully request that Parents/Carers do not book GP/Dental appointments during the school day. Holidays
should not be taken during term time either.
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Any request for absence should be put on the school Absence Request Form and submitted to the office 10 days in
advance, in order to allow time for it to be considered and processed. The vast majority of requests will be declined and
recorded as unauthorised, unless the request is considered to be as a result of exceptional circumstances. All requests are
considered by Mr Burbridge and decisions based on individual circumstances.

Attendance Percentage per Year Group in Summer Term - week 1: 1%t — 4t September 2026

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
97.08% 97.22% 93.68% 97.88% i 96.41%
Good Good High risk of Good Excellent Good
underachievement

Total Attendance Percentage per Year Group for whole academic year up to 4" September 2026
97.08% 97.22% 93.68% 97.88% |  9825% | 96.41%

Good Good High risk of Good Excellent Good
underachievement

Whole School Attendance e Excellent attendance is 98% and above
e  Good attendance is 96% and above
This academic year to 4" September 2026 e Risk of underachievement is 94% - 95%
96.76% e High risk of underachievement is 92% - 93%
e Severe risk of underachievement 90% - 92%
Good e Extreme risk of underachievement — Below 90%

PTA News Corner

Help Us Grow Our School Library

Our school library is at the heart of learning, imagination, and discovery. It’s where
children develop a love of reading, explore new ideas, and build skills that will stay with
them for life.

Mr Burbridge has asked the PTA to help keep Western's library inspiring and up to date,
so we are inviting families to help us add new books to our shelves, either by paying for a specific book that
is on the school's wish list or by donating a sum of money. Our librarian, Mrs Weston-Smith, has collated a list
of books for each year group, a mixture of fiction and non-fiction.

Every contribution (big or small) will go directly towards purchasing new books that support the curriculum
and encourage a lifelong love of reading and learning.

You can help support our Library fundraiser by buying a book for school (or donating) here: www.pta-
events.co.uk/westernprimary

Thanks so much!

Your School Lottery

An easy way to fundraise for the school is to sign up to Your School Lottery at
www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/western-church-of-england-primary-school You’re then in a chance to
win in the weekly draw! Tickets cost £1 each and the proceeds are donated to the PTA.

New PTA members and class reps
As trailed, we are looking for new PTA members and class representatives. Are you keen to make some new
friends and help fundraise for the school? Please get in touch with us at westernpta@gmail.com if so!

Contact us: Email us at westernpta@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook — Western Primary School PTA.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS! What's on at St Paul's Church

Welcome back to a new year — we look forward to welcoming children, parents and carers into St.
Paul’s for our regular school services and activities over the next 12 months. Here’s what’s
coming up soon....

# BUBBLE
" CHURCH

This Sunday at 4pm

¢ BACK TO SCHOOL
& BRUNCH

|

| SATURDAY, 10.30AM - NOON ‘

All families welcome to our Brunch this weekend — please | Bubble Church is our service especially for babies,

pop along if you can. A great chance to catch up with toddlers, and young families. It’s a puppet-packed, Jesus-
others after the summer break and find out what’s on at St. | centred, coffee-and-cake-fuelled, 30-minute kids’ and
Paul’s this term. families’ adventure. Book your place for this Sunday’s 4pm

service at www.bubblechurch.org

Youth Gro

A Al
Sunday 20 Sept, 5.30pm L
Youth Group is open to those in school years 3-6 and 7- Our weekday activities are back in full swing:
11. Come along for run, games, craft and a cooked tea. Bumps & Babies on Thursdays 9.15-10.30am — coffee,
£2pp. Ideally let us know in advance if you’re coming so cake, baby soft play & sensory
we can cater accordingly [youth@stmatthewstpaul.org] Toddler Group on Fridays 9.30 — 11am — toys, craft, a

story, snack & songs. £2.

You can keep abreast of all our regular services and activities for children and youth via our website. Don't forget to follow
us on Facebook and Instagram or join our friendly WhatsApp community.

Attachments: - Any attachments sent to parents are to provide additional information about opportunities and/or

activities that may be of interest.
Western CE Primary does not necessarily endorse them, as they are run by other organisations and/or individuals:

A. Winchester Library Back to School Newsletter
B. Winchester Library Family Events Poster
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