Western Church of England Primary School
NEWSLETTER

Autumn Term 18t September 2026

Browning Drive, Winchester, Hampshire, SO22 5AR - Tel: 01962 852591, 01962 865444 - Email: adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk
Learning together with love, compassion and respec

Hello Western — How lovely to end the week with fine DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
weather - | guess we must make the most of these Friday 25" September Y4 Egyptian Workshop all day
moments as we move into Autumn. On Wednesday Monday 28t September YR Curriculum Workshop — 7pm
afternoon, Y1 had the opportunity to explore some vintage | Tuesday 29" September Y6 Talk from Westgate staff — 3pm
cars that visited the school as part of their topic and before W.edneS(iav 30" September _ Y1 visit to Beaulieu
their exciting visit to Beaulieu at the end of the month. Friday 2" Otﬁtc’ber CAMEO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
Many thanks to Mrs Bentley for organising this and to the Tuesday 13™ October Teacher/Parent meet_' ngs YR to Y5
. . Thursday 15t October Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5
owner's.for taking the time to come to Western - the.y were | ¢.qay 16" October INSET Day — school closed to pupils
magnificent! Next week we are celebrating Harvest in Monday 19 October Y6 Residential to Osmington Bay
School; it would be wonderful to receive your donations for Wednesday 21 October Open Morning
the Basics Bank. Please see below for a list of items that the | Friday 23" October End of Half Term
charity needs and bring your donations either to class or to Monday 26" — Friday 30*" October — Half-Term
the music room during next week-Thank you. Pt Bukbiisge | Monday 2™ November Start of new half term
Learners of the Week Friday 6" Ncr:vember Open Morning
A very well done to the following children who were Tuesday 10‘h November School photographs - md.lwduals
. » . Tuesday 10" November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
awarded their learner of the week certificates this week: Wednesday 11" November Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings
¥r. 1: Teddy and Thomas Friday 13 November CAMEO Club - Hall from 2.45pm
Yr. 2: Alice and Marlowe Saturday 14" November Open Morning
Yr. 3: Alasdair and Teddy Tuesday 17" November School photographs — siblings
Yr. 4: Theodore and Jamie : Wednesday 18" November Open Morning
Yr. 5: Alexander and Ayla Thursday 19" November Open Evening
Yr. 6: Montgomery and Rowan e | Fridav 20th November Flu Vaccinations
Wednesday 25" November Open Morning
Citizens of the Week Friday 27" November Pantomime — Y1 to Y6
Well done to the following children who have Friday 4" December CAMEO Club — Hall from 2.45pm
become Citizens of the Week by showing ' " | Wednesday 9™ December YR Nativity — 2.30pm
Love’ Compassion or Respect through their actions: Thursday 10t December Y3 L2Me: Swallows 1.45pm Swifts 2.30pm

Tuesday 15 December KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am / 2.30pm
Wednesday 16" December Carol Service at St. Paul’s 5.30pm
Thursday 17" December  Non-uniform-Xmas Lunch-Santa’s Grotto

Robin - L: welcoming a visitor
Etta — C: helping others make planes in independent time
Freddie — R: always being polite

. . Friday 18™ December End of Autumn Term
Wl'lfred -k b'e/ng h?/prI around the classroom Monday 21% December — 1% January ‘26 — Christmas Holidays
Evie — C: helping a friend who had been hurt Monday 4™ January Inset Day School Closed to pupils
Cressie — L: playing nicely with friends Tuesday 5 January Pupils return for spring term
Ella-L: a positive attitude to all her learning Wednesday 6 January Y2 Great Fire of London workshop
Florence — L,C: compassion for nature in the school Thursday 7" January Open Morning
Elliot — C: showing consideration and support in class
George — L,C: being kind and supportive to his friends This week we have been thinking about Holy Cross Day
Stanley — L,C: being a super helper with YR and symbols used to identify Christianity.
Grace — L,C,R: showing all our school values in the week T
The cross is a symbol that reminds Christians of
God's love in sacrificing his own son for humanity.
Western’s THOUGHT of the week......... The fish symbol is based on the Greek word, ichthus, )
When we look at God'’s face we see which means fish, and is an acronym in Greek for -
his g/ory, but when we look at the "Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour." The Christians

B adopted the anchor as a symbol of hope in future
cross we see his heart. existence because the anchor was regarded in

Anonymous ancient times as a symbol of safety.

Inset Days 2025/2026 Next week we will be finding out more about Harvest time
The remaining four days when the school will be closed for | and thinking about how we can help and support others.
staff training this academic year are: Friday 16" October

2025, Monday 4" January, Thursday 25" March and Have a Super WEEkend,,
Monday 7" June 2027.
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Staff Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy for a new Admin Assistant to work in our school offices. The vacancy advertisement went live

on Hantsweb yesterday. If you are interested or know someone who is — please telephone or email us at
adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk to request an application pack for this post. The closing date is Tuesday 22nd
September 2026.

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL

We would like to support the Christmas Shoebox Appeal again this year, and we politely request that
Children and families put together a Christmas gift Shoebox for disadvantaged and displaced children
— it is organised by Wessex Rotary. A number of Boxes are provided for you to decorate, with stickers
or by colouring. Boxes are available from Reception. The completed boxes will then be transported :
for distribution to disadvantaged and displaced children in Montenegro, Moldova, Romania and Ukraine via Poland. The
boxes will need to be completed and brought into school by Monday 12 October, as they are being collected on
Wednesday 14" October. All the information required is enclosed in the leaflet sent home today and also attached to
today’s newsletter — please read carefully. Completed boxes should be left in the Foyer under the table by reception —
Thank you in advance for supporting this worthwhile charity.

HARVEST COLLECTION

With Harvest approaching, we would like each class to donate harvest items for the Winchester Basics Bank Charity.
This Harvest, Winchester Basics Bank would very much welcome donations of the following items (see below) to enable
them to provide for more people in need who live in our community.

We would very much appreciate the children bringing into school NEXT WEEK — (215t - 25 September); any of the items
below - they should be taken to the Music Room opposite the office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Food most needed

We are in need of donations of most grocery items. In
particular the following: e Cleaning sprays, toilet cleaner, bleach

Hygiene Products

Tinned Sweetcorn and Mixed Veg

Tinned Big Soups with meat

Tinned macaroni cheese and ravioli
Tinned meat (mince, chilli, curry, corned beef)
Vegetarian/vegan protein

Custard/rice pudding

Raspberry, blackcurrant jam or marmalade
Honey, marmite, peanut butter

Rice, pasta, noodles

Cooking sauces

Squash & fruit juice

Cereals & porridge

UHT milk (full fat, semi-skimmed and dairy
alternatives)

Condiments

e Tinned Pears & Pineapple (in juice) e Washing up liquid

Cleaning cloths

Shampoo & 2inl

Shower gel

Deodorants

Toothbrushes

Laundry tabs / small bottles of laundry
detergents

Loo roll

Sanitary items (tampons)

Clean carrier bags

Parent Help?

On Friday afternoons, Mrs Moore (Falcons’ Teacher) works with groups of children in Hazel Hill Wood, providing Forest
School learning. Whilst we have some additional adults, we were wondering if there was a keen parent or two, who would
be interested in supporting Mrs Moore and the children on a Friday afternoon in the woods. If interested, please drop us a
line at adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk

Secondary School Open Mornings and Evenings — please check with individual school websites

The Westgate School - Open Mornings: Thursday 1°* October — 9.00 — 11.00am Book online

Kings’ School - Open Mornings: Wednesday 23" September and Tuesday 6™ October - 9.30-11.30am — book your slot via
their website. Open Evening Thursday 24" September — 6.00pm — 8.00pm — Booking required.

The Henry Beaufort School — Tuesday 22" September, Thursday 1°t October and Wednesday 14" October: 9.00 —
10.00am — Open Evening on Tuesday 22" September: 5.15 — 7.30pm - booking required for all dates

Please let the school office know if you are taking your child to a secondary school open morning and

book your lunch requirements in advance - Thank you.
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ATTENDANCE

Below are the attendance percentages for each year group across the whole school for last week and the total for the
whole academic year as well. It is pleasing to see that attendance increased for our first full week 7" — 11™ with all of it
being above 96% - well done everyone. This has helped move the attendance percentage for the academic year up as
well, although Y3 have a little catching up to do. Well done Y2 — over 99% last week, which has put you above 98% overall
— excellent indeed; keep it up!

May we respectfully request that Parents/Carers do not book GP/Dental appointments during the school day. Holidays
should not be taken during term time either.

Any request for absence should be put on the school Absence Request Form and submitted to the office 10 days in
advance, in order to allow time for it to be considered and processed. The vast majority of requests will be declined and
recorded as unauthorised, unless the request is considered to be as a result of exceptional circumstances. All requests are
considered by Mr Burbridge and decisions based on individual circumstances.

Attendance Percentage per Year Group in Summer Term - week 2: 7*" — 11t September 2026
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
97.07% 97.82% 96.14% 97.08%
Excellent Excellent Good Good Good Good
Total Attendance Percentage per Year Group for whole academic year up to 11* September 2026
97.92% 95.8% 97.84% 96.93% 96.83%
Good Excellent Risk of Good Good Good
underachievement
Whole School Attendance e Excellent attendance is 98% and above
e  Good attendance is 96% and above
This academic year to 11" September 2026 e Risk of underachievement is 94% - 95%
97.26% e High risk of underachievement is 92% - 93%
e Severe risk of underachievement 90% - 92%
Good e  Extreme risk of underachievement — Below 90%

Update on the M3 junction 9 improvements
upcoming standard overnight closures for the next few weeks.

Below sets out the planned closures for the planned works:

e Overnight on Friday 18, and Saturday 19 September (8pm to 6am) we are closing the A34 northbound from
junction 9 to Three Maids Hill - Vegetation clearance
o Switch off satnav and follow signed diversion: A34 northbound diversion

e Overnight on Monday 28 September (8pm to 6am) we are closing Easton Lane westbound (towards Tesco) -
Southwest subway excavation works
o Switch off satnav and follow signed diversion: Easton Lane westbound diversion

e Overnight on Thursday 8 and Friday 9 October (8pm to 6am) we are closing the M3 northbound exit slip road -
Southwest subway excavation works
o Switch off satnav and follow signed diversion: M3 northbound exit slip road diversion

***Important Information***

National Highways have planned closures of the M3 between junction 10 and 7 for maintenance and carriageway works,
these closures are not associated with the M3 junction 9 improvements project.

If you require any further information about their closures, please contact us via the National Highways Customer
Contact Centre. They’re available 24 hours a day by phone: 0300 123 5000 or by email info@nationalhighways.co.uk or
visit the National Highways website at www.nationalhighways.co.uk.
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Our diversion routes are designed to suit all vehicle types.

We advise you not to use a Satnav when following any of our diversions because there is a risk it could direct you down an
unsuitable road or back onto our network when it is closed.

Please remember that closures can change at short notice. You can check the latest information on our daily closures
page or find live travel information on our Traffic England. Our travel alerts give details of live incidents on our network.
We also post updates through our south east X and Facebook social media accounts which you can share.

Please note lane closure information is not usually provided on our project website or closure bulletins.
In the event of poor weather conditions or other issues out of our control, planned work may be postponed at short notice.
Kathryn Boyce - Customer and Communications Manager

PTA News Corner WNester
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We’re looking for PTA Committee members! ’:::N\L:'.G‘.‘,‘fé';" 3
Are you keen to help raise funds for Western? Do you want to make new friends and get oo LK :5.
involved in the school community? Join the PTA Committee! We are a friendly group of ’f)' 'A’-“‘

parents who volunteer our time to fundraise for the school. We are always looking for

new members, and currently have some specific vacancies we are keen to fill. If you want to find out more,
please come to our next PTA Committee meeting (date tbc, but soon!). You can also get in touch with us at
westernpta@gmail.com if you have any questions!

Your School Lottery

An easy way to fundraise for the school is to sign up to Your School Lottery at
www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/western-church-of-england-primary-school You’re then in a chance to
win in the weekly draw! Tickets cost £1 each and the proceeds are donated to the PTA.

Please sign up to Easyfundraising

Have you signed up to easyfundraising yet? It’s quick and easy to do — you just create an account at
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and select “Western Primary PTA — Winchester” as your chosen cause. Then
just do your online shopping through their website to generate donations for the PTA (a percentage of your
purchase). Easy money!

Contact us: Email us at westernpta@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook (Western Primary School PTA)
and Instagram (@westernpta)

NEWS FROM THE PEWS! What's on at St Paul's Church

All our regular services and activities for children & youth are now back in full swing; details are on our
website. Don't forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram or join our friendly WhatsApp community.

Sunday 20 Sept, 5.30pm esats
Youth Group this Sunday Bumps & Babies on Thursdays 9.15-10.30am — coffee,
Open to those in school years 3-6 and 7-11. cake, baby soft play & sensory
Fun, games, craft and a cooked tea. £2pp.
Ideally let us know in advance if you’re coming so we can Toddler Group on Fridays 9.30 — 11am —

cater accordingly [youth@stmatthewstpaul.org] toys, craft, a story, snack & songs. £2.
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Attachments: - Any attachments sent to parents are to provide additional information about opportunities and/or
activities that may be of interest.
Western CE Primary does not necessarily endorse them, as they are run by other organisations and/or individuals:
A. PTA —Join us Poster
B. Parent Workshop Flyer — 22" September
C. Rotary Shoebox Appeal Flyer



