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Learning together with love, compassion and respect 
Hello Western – The fine weather has continued this week, 
as we have collected items for our Harvest to donate to The 
Winchester Basics Bank; thank you to everyone who has 
given items so generously. Many of you are busy making 
Shoeboxes for our Rotary appeal and we have asked for 
some more box templates, for those of you unable to get 
one last week. We will let you know when they arrive – it is 
wonderful that so many are being created for children in 
Eastern Europe. Y4 experienced a wonderful Egyptian 
Workshop today in the Hall. Everyone looked amazing in 
their costumes, including the staff and many parents who 
supported the different practical activities – huge thanks to 
them and to Y4 staff for organising this wonderful 
enrichment opportunity.                                        Peter Burbridge             
 
 

Learners of the Week                                             
A very well done to the following children who were 
awarded their learner of the week certificates this week:  
Yr. 1: Adelaide and Lyra-Ann 
Yr. 2: Edward and Aria-Morgan 
Yr. 3: Nate and Oscar 
Yr. 4: Tegan and Teddy 
Yr. 5: Abraham and Mila 
Yr. 6: Bodhi and Minnie 
Citizens of the Week 
Well done to the following children who have 
become Citizens of the Week by showing 
Love, Compassion or Respect through their actions: 
Lenny – L: caring for classmates 
Ruben – R: showing respect to visitors 
Dahlia – L: being a kind member of the class 
Zachary – R: being helpful around the classroom 
Krishna – C: showing great empathy & supporting a friend 
James – R: showing honesty in year group football  
Milly – C: helping her classmates 
James – L: using school values when mentoring IT 
Frank – L,C: showing kindness & celebrating peers’ success 
Archie – C: helping a friend to find a book in the library 
Will – R: respect shown to adults, peers & the environment 
Abby – L: helping prepare resources for art 

 
                  Western’s THOUGHT of the week……… 

 

                   With every deed you are sowing a  
                     seed, though the harvest you may  
                     not see.  
                                                        Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
 

 

Inset Days 2025/2026 
The remaining four days when the school will be closed for 
staff training this academic year are: Friday 16th October 
2025, Monday 4th January, Thursday 25th March and 
Monday 7th June 2027. 
 

                      

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY         
Monday 28th September            YR Curriculum Workshop – 7pm 
Tuesday 29th September            Y6 Talk from Westgate staff – 3pm 
Friday 2nd October                        CAMEO Club – Hall from 2.45pm 
Tuesday 13th October                  Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5 
Thursday 15th October                Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5 
Friday 16th October                     INSET Day – school closed to pupils 
Monday 19th October                  Y6 Residential to Osmington Bay 
Wednesday 21st October            Open Morning 
Friday 23rd October                       End of Half Term 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October – Half-Term 
Monday 2nd November                Start of new half term 
Friday 6th November                     Open Morning 
Tuesday 10th November               School photographs - individuals 
Tuesday 10th November               Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings 
Wednesday 11th November        Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings 
Friday 13th November                   CAMEO Club – Hall from 2.45pm 
Saturday 14th November              Open Morning 
Tuesday 17th November                School photographs – siblings 
Wednesday 18th November         Open Morning 
Thursday 19th November             Open Evening 
Friday 20th November                   Flu Vaccinations 
Wednesday 25th November         Open Morning 
Friday 27th November                   Pantomime – Y1 to Y6 
Friday 4th December                      CAMEO Club – Hall from 2.45pm 
Wednesday 9th December             YR Nativity – 2.30pm 
Thursday 10th December           Y3 L2Me: Swallows 1.45pm Swifts 2.30pm 
Tuesday 15th December KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am / 2.30pm  

Wednesday 16th December          Carol Service at St. Paul’s 5.30pm 
Thursday 17th December     Non-uniform-Xmas Lunch-Santa’s Grotto 

Friday 18th December                       End of Autumn Term 
Monday 21st December – 1st January ‘26 – Christmas Holidays 

Monday 4th January                       Inset Day School Closed to pupils  
Tuesday 5th January                       Pupils return for spring term 
Wednesday 6th January                Y2 Great Fire of London workshop                          
Thursday 7th January                     Open Morning 

This week we have been thinking about Harvest and the 
importance of giving to charity to help others less fortunate 
than ourselves. 
Next week we 
will be finding 
out more 
about the 
Seasons and in 
particular how wonderful autumn is at this time of year. 
Allergies REMINDER 
May we remind parents that packed lunches and mid-
morning snacks should not contain items to which some 
children/staff have a severe allergic reaction; please do not 
provide your child with: Nuts of any kind including PESTO, 
Sesame Seeds, Hummus and Falafel, OR any food containing 
Sesame or Sesame oil – Thank you. 

Have a Super Weekend! 
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Head Boy and Head Girl Appointments 
Following a rigorous process of applications, shortlisting and interviews, 
which saw 50% of Y6 children apply, we have now appointed the 
following pupils to their new roles for 2026/27.  

Head Boy and Head Girl: Louis and Sophie                                                          
Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl: Will and Daisy 

Congratulations to these four children and to all the Year 6 pupils who 
applied for the positions, making the final selection very difficult indeed. 
Next week, each house team will be watching presentations from Y6, 
before voting to select their House Captain for this academic Year. 
 
 
Football Success – well done Western! 
In the first match of the season, the Y5/6 Girls’ Football team had an exciting match against St. Peter’s, eventually winning 
2 - 0. Well done to the whole team for playing so well, supporting each other and demonstrating our school values. Thank 
you to Mr Wakefield for organising and refereeing the match and to Mrs Horton for her support and encouragement from 
the sidelines. 
 
CENSUS DAY – LUNCHES – THURSDAY 1st OCTOBER 
Next Thursday 1st October is an important day for us at Western, as it is our Census Day. All the information helps to 
determine future funding. It is important for us that as many children as possible have a school lunch on that day. Therefore, 
we would be most grateful if we could have more children having a school lunch next Thursday – it would really help us. 
 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL  
We would like to support the Christmas Shoebox Appeal again this year, and we politely request that 
Children and families put together a Christmas gift Shoebox for disadvantaged and displaced children 
– it is organised by Wessex Rotary. A number of Boxes are provided for you to decorate, with stickers 
or by colouring. Boxes are available from Reception. The completed boxes will then be transported 
for distribution to disadvantaged and displaced children in Montenegro, Moldova, Romania and Ukraine via Poland. The 
boxes will need to be completed and brought into school by Monday 12th October, as they are being collected on 
Wednesday 14th October. All the information required is enclosed in the leaflet sent home today and also attached to 
today’s newsletter – please read carefully.   Completed boxes should be left in the Foyer under the table by reception – 
Thank you in advance for supporting this worthwhile charity. 
 
Parent Help? 
On Friday afternoons, Mrs Moore (Falcons’ Teacher) works with groups of children in Hazel Hill Wood, providing Forest 
School learning. Whilst we have some additional adults, we were wondering if there was a keen parent or two, who would 
be interested in supporting Mrs Moore and the children on a Friday afternoon in the woods. If interested, please drop us a 
line at adminoffice@western.hants.sch.uk  
 
Secondary School Open Mornings and Evenings – please check with individual school websites 
The Westgate School - Open Mornings: Thursday 1st October – 9.00 – 11.00am Book online 
Kings’ School - Open Mornings: Tuesday 6th October - 9.30-11.30am – book your slot via their website.  
The Henry Beaufort School – Thursday 1st October and Wednesday 14th October:  9.00 – 10.00am  

Please let the school office know if you are taking your child to a secondary school open morning and 
book your lunch requirements in advance - Thank you. 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Below are the attendance percentages for each year group across the whole school for last week and the total for the 
whole academic year as well. It is pleasing to see that attendance remains above 96% for four, year groups and the whole 
school as well. Last week’s attendance however, was somewhat disappointing with four cohorts below 96%, especially so 
early into the term. Attendance is absolutely key and important for everyone. Please can we all try to ensure consistent 
daily attendance, so that children are not at risk or high risk of underachievement. 
 
 

May we respectfully request that Parents/Carers do not book GP/Dental appointments during the school day. Holidays 
should not be taken during term time either.  
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Any request for absence should be put on the school Absence Request Form and submitted to the office 10 days in 
advance, in order to allow time for it to be considered and processed. The vast majority of requests will be declined and 
recorded as unauthorised, unless the request is considered to be as a result of exceptional circumstances. All requests are 
considered by Mr Burbridge and decisions based on individual circumstances. 
 

Attendance Percentage per Year Group in Summer Term - week 3: 14th – 18th September 2026 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

95.61% 97.32% 95.34% 95.45% 98.07% 92.73% 
Risk of 

underachievement 
Good Risk of 

underachievement 
Risk of 

underachievement 
Excellent High risk of 

underachievement 

Total Attendance Percentage per Year Group for whole academic year up to 18th September 2026 

97.03% 98.03% 95.62% 96.92% 97.37% 95.24% 
Good Excellent Risk of 

underachievement 
Good Good Risk of 

underachievement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    PTA News Corner 
Spooky Scarecrow Hunt – do you want to make or host a scarecrow? 

Let us know by Monday 28 September if you do! 

Our first PTA event of the year is the Spooky Scarecrow Hunt: a really fun event held 

throughout October half-term (Friday 23 Oct – Sunday 2 November).  

This event relies on a small group of people being willing to make or host a scarecrow – 

can you help us? All you need to do is make, and name, a scarecrow (of any size / style) and display it 

outside your house for half-term week. The PTA Committee will sell a map showing the rough locations of 

the scarecrows so that children can find them and make a note of their names. There will be a prize for the 

child who finds the most scarecrows, and a prize for the best scarecrow (as voted for by participants). More 

information on buying the map will be coming soon. 

If you’d like to make (or simply host) a scarecrow, please email westernpta@gmail.com by Monday 28 

September with your name and address (including postcode). Addresses will be kept confidential and not 

published – the map will simply show a rough location of your scarecrow. 

If you don’t live in school catchment area but would still like a make a scarecrow, please do get in touch and 

we can find someone to host it for you; scarecrows can only be displayed in Fulflood to keep the Hunt 

manageable. Equally, if you live in school catchment and are willing to host someone else’s scarecrow, please 

email us to let us know! 

The Spooky Scarecrow Hunt is kindly sponsored by Dybles, who are also donating the prizes. 

 

First PTA Committee Meeting of the year – Weds 30 September at 7:30pm 

If you’re keen to find out more about the PTA, and maybe join the PTA Committee yourself, please come and 

join us in St James’ Tavern for our first Committee meeting of the year. It’s a relaxed, informal affair where we 

will discuss our upcoming events and any new ideas people might have! We’re always looking for new 

Committee members, so please do join us! 

 

PTA AGM – Weds 14 October at 7pm in the School Core 

Everyone is invited to our Annual General Meeting. Please come along to hear more about what the PTA got 

up to last year, how much money we raised for the school, and what events we plan to put on this year. We will 

also hear from Mr Burbridge what the school would like to spend the money on. There will be drinks and 

nibbles – please do come and join us! 

 

Contact us: Email us at westernpta@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook – Western Primary School PTA.  

  
 
 
 

 

Whole School Attendance 

 
 
 

• Excellent attendance is 98% and above 

• Good attendance is 96% and above 

• Risk of underachievement is 94% - 95% 

• High risk of underachievement is 92% - 93% 

• Severe risk of underachievement 90% - 92% 

• Extreme risk of underachievement – Below 90% 

This academic year to 18th September 2026 

96.55% 
 

Good 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS! What's on at St Paul's Church 
 
All of our children & youth activities are now underway for the term - have a look at our website 

for details. We look forward to welcoming our Western families to our services & activities. 

 

 
 

Don't forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  

 

Attachments: - Any attachments sent to parents are to provide additional information about opportunities and/or 

activities that may be of interest.  
Western CE Primary does not necessarily endorse them, as they are run by other organisations and/or individuals: 
 
 

A. PTA Meeting Poster 

B. PTA AGM Poster 

C. ADHD Parent Information Evening – 11th November 

D. Winchester Football Project – half term 
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