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Learning together with love, compassion and respect 
Hello Western – enjoying the autumn sunshine has been 

most welcome this week, enabling plenty of time 

outside. It was lovely to welcome YR parents on 

Monday for their curriculum workshops about early 

reading, writing and maths – thanks to staff for leading 

the sessions. Yesterday, many of the year 6 pupils gave 

presentations to their houses and elections took place 

to choose the new house captains for 2026/27. Well 

done all Y6 who put themselves forward for these 

positions. Have a lovely weekend.               Peter Burbridge            
 
 

Learners of the Week                                             
A very well done to the following children who were 
awarded their learner of the week certificates this week:  
Yr. 1: Leo and Isabella  
Yr. 2: Beau and Kian 
Yr. 3: Elsie and Arthur 
Yr. 4: Max and Milo 
Yr. 5: Molly and Bertie 
Yr. 6: Eliana and Daisy 
 

Citizens of the Week 
Well done to the following children who have 
become Citizens of the Week by showing 
Love, Compassion or Respect through their actions: 
Astrid – R: being a Y1 role model 
Jack – R: tidying and looking after the classroom 
Grace – R: always being polite 
Aria – R: always being polite 
Cleo – C: supporting her friends & always showing kindness 
Clara – R: respectful listening to adults 
Logan – R: showing respect to adults during Egyptian Day 
Joe – L: for his warm approach to others in class 
Olive – L,R: kindness & helpfulness in organising resources 
Florence – L,C,R: always showing school values to others 
Dana – L: being kind to a new pupil 
Rocco – L,C: brightening up Mrs Horton’s day with humour 
 
 

Parent Teacher Evening Appointments – YR to Y5 
These will be taking place on Tuesday 13th and Thursday 
15th October. You will be able to book a 10-minute slot to 
see your child’s teacher via Arbor. We will set up the 
booking system to go live next Tuesday 6th October at 
6.00pm – we hope this helps to ensure greater fairness for 
all working parents and carers. 
Staffing Update  
This week we said a very fond farewell to Mrs Barley, who 
has worked at Western in our front office for the last six 
years. Many of you will have certainly spoken to her in 
person or on the telephone. She will be travelling with her 
husband to go and live in Cyprus and we send them our 
best wishes and wish her every happiness with their move. 

 
 

Have a Super Weekend! 

 
 

                      

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY         
Thursday 8th October                  Y1 visit to Beaulieu – new date! 
Tuesday 13th October                  Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5 
Thursday 15th October                Teacher/Parent meetings YR to Y5 
Friday 16th October                     INSET Day – school closed to pupils 
Monday 19th October                  Y6 Residential to Osmington Bay 
Wednesday 21st October            Open Morning 
Friday 23rd October                       End of Half Term 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October – Half-Term 
Monday 2nd November                Start of new half term 
Friday 6th November                     Open Morning 
Tuesday 10th November               School photographs - individuals 
Tuesday 10th November               Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings 
Wednesday 11th November        Y6 Teacher/Parent Meetings 
Friday 13th November                   CAMEO Club – Hall from 2.45pm 
Saturday 14th November              Open Morning 
Tuesday 17th November                School photographs – siblings 
Wednesday 18th November         Open Morning 
Thursday 19th November             Open Evening 
Friday 20th November                   Flu Vaccinations 
Wednesday 25th November         Open Morning 
Friday 27th November                   Pantomime – Y1 to Y6 
Friday 4th December                      CAMEO Club – Hall from 2.45pm 
Wednesday 9th December             YR Nativity – 2.30pm 
Thursday 10th December           Y3 L2Me: Swallows 1.45pm Swifts 2.30pm 
Tuesday 15th December KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30am / 2.30pm  

Wednesday 16th December          Carol Service at St. Paul’s 5.30pm 
Thursday 17th December     Non-uniform-Xmas Lunch-Santa’s Grotto 

Friday 18th December                       End of Autumn Term 
Monday 21st December – 1st January ‘26 – Christmas Holidays 

Monday 4th January                       Inset Day School Closed to pupils  
Tuesday 5th January                       Pupils return for spring term 
Wednesday 6th January                Y2 Great Fire of London workshop                          
Thursday 7th January                     Open Morning 

 
                  Western’s THOUGHT of the week……… 

 

                   Autumn is a second Spring when  
                    every leaf is a flower. 
                                                                    Albert Camus  

 
 

This week we have been thinking about seasons and in 
particular, the changes that autumn brings.  

                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next week we will be thinking about animals and St. Francis 
who is celebrated on 4th October. 
 

Inset Days 2025/2026 
The remaining four days when the school will be closed for 
staff training this academic year are: Friday 16th October 
2025, Monday 4th January, Thursday 25th March and Monday 
7th June 2027. 
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Football Success continues 
Y6 boys had their first match against St. Peter’s, playing at home this week. The boys showed great spirit and teamwork as 
they triumphed 8 – 0 against their opponents. Mr Wakefield was the referee and Mrs Horton and Miss Ellis were cheering 
and supporting the boys from the sidelines. Thank you to staff for organising and to parents for supporting their children 
during the match itself. Congratulations to all those who took part and good luck with your next fixture away to Kingsworthy. 
 
House Captain Appointments 
The children have voted and the votes have been 
counted. Each house has now selected their new 
House Captain for the academic year, following 
carefully planned presentations by the Y6 children to 
their house team; it certainly was close in most 
houses with staff having to undertake recounts on 
more than one occasion, just to check the accuracy. 
So very well done to the following Y6 children, who 
will receive their House Badges on Monday in front of 
the whole school. Congratulations to the eight 
chosen and to all those who took part. Well done to 
Churchill:Minnie, Ennis:Benjamin, Potter:Cosmo,    
Pankhurst:Felix, Hawking:Jemima, Peake:Isla, 
Attenborough:Oliver and Windsor:Arthur.  

 
Harvest Collection 
Sophie and Louis (Head Girl and Boy) helped load up the 
car today, with all the produce and items that had been 
brought into school for our Harvest collection. All the 
items were taken to the Winchester Basics Bank; they 
were absolutely thrilled to receive so much and were 
most grateful to everyone for their contributions – well 
done and THANK YOU WESTERN FAMILIES. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL  
We would like to support the 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal again this 
year, and we politely request that 
Children and families put together a 
Christmas gift Shoebox for disadvantaged and displaced 
children – it is organised by Wessex Rotary. A number of 

Boxes are provided for you to decorate, with stickers or by colouring. Boxes are available from Reception. The 
completed boxes will then be transported for distribution to disadvantaged and displaced children in Montenegro, 
Moldova, Romania and Ukraine via Poland. The boxes will need to be completed and brought into school by Monday 19th 
October, as they are being collected on Tuesday 20th October. All the information required is enclosed in the leaflet sent 
home today and also attached to today’s newsletter – please read carefully.   Completed boxes should be left in the 
Foyer under the table by reception – Thank you in advance for supporting this worthwhile charity. 
 
 

Secondary School Open Mornings and Evenings – please check with individual school websites 
Kings’ School - Open Mornings: Tuesday 6th October - 9.30-11.30am – book your slot via their website.  
The Henry Beaufort School – Wednesday 14th October:  9.00 – 10.00am  

Please let the school office know if you are taking your child to a secondary school open morning and 
book your lunch requirements in advance - Thank you. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Below are the attendance percentages for each year group across the whole school for last week and the total for the 
whole academic year as well. It is really pleasing to see that attendance has increased well above 96% for five, year groups 
and the whole school as well – Y1 to Y5 all being Good. Last week’s attendance has also improved hugely with Y1 to Y5 all 
achieving Good or Excellent – well done Y1 and Y4 especially.  
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Unfortunately, Y6 remains at 95% for last week and for the whole term so far, indicating children who are absent being at 
risk of underachievement. Attendance is absolutely key and important for everyone. Please can we all try to ensure 
consistent daily attendance so that children are not at risk of underachievement. 
 
 

May we respectfully request that Parents/Carers do not book GP/Dental appointments during the school day. Holidays 
should not be taken during term time either.  

 
 

Any request for absence should be put on the school Absence Request Form and submitted to the office 10 days in 
advance, in order to allow time for it to be considered and processed. The vast majority of requests will be declined and 
recorded as unauthorised, unless the request is considered to be as a result of exceptional circumstances. All requests are 
considered by Mr Burbridge and decisions based on individual circumstances. 
 

Attendance Percentage per Year Group in Summer Term - week 4: 21st – 25th September 2026 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

98.77% 97.8% 96.72% 99.45% 97.72% 95.76% 
Excellent Good Good Excellent Good Risk of 

underachievement 

Total Attendance Percentage per Year Group for whole academic year up to 25th September 2026 

97.51% 97.97% 96.36% 97.63% 97.47% 95.38% 
Good Good Good Good Good Risk of 

underachievement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    PTA News Corner 
At a glance          

•       Look out for Spooky Scarecrow Hunt maps – available to buy soon. 

•              Join us at the PTA AGM on Wednesday 14 October at 7 pm. 

•              Donate a library book or contribute to the library fundraiser. 

•      Get your second-hand uniform on Friday 6 November. 

•      Order name labels and raise 30% for the PTA. 

🎃 Spooky Scarecrow Hunt: maps available soon 

Get ready for some spooky spotting over October half-term! Look out for online map sales opening soon 

through the PTA events website. The scarecrow hunt will take place between 23 October and 1 November, 

when scarecrows will pop up all over Fulflood! The map will show the approximate locations of the 

scarecrows so children can find them and record their names. There will be a prize for the child who finds 

the most scarecrows and a prize for the best scarecrow, as voted for by participants. Thank you to everyone 

who has volunteered to make or host a scarecrow. 

The Spooky Scarecrow Hunt is kindly sponsored by Dybles, who are also donating the prizes.  

 

📅 Join us at the PTA AGM — Wednesday 14 October, 7 pm 

Everyone in the school community is welcome. 

•       When: Wednesday 14 October at 7 pm 

•     Where: the School Core 

•    What: hear what the PTA achieved last year, how much we raised for the school and which events 

are planned for this year 

•          School priorities: hear from Mr Burbridge about the school’s funding priorities 

•          Refreshments: drinks and nibbles will be provided 

 

 

Whole School Attendance 

 
 
 

• Excellent attendance is 98% and above 

• Good attendance is 96% and above 

• Risk of underachievement is 94% - 95% 

• High risk of underachievement is 92% - 93% 

• Severe risk of underachievement 90% - 92% 

• Extreme risk of underachievement – Below 90% 

This academic year to 25th September 2026 

96.95% 
 

Good 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/westernprimary/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=122740


 

📚 Help us grow the school library 

Help fill our school library shelves with brilliant new reads by purchasing a title from the school’s wish list 

or making a donation. Mr Burbridge has asked the PTA to help keep the library inspiring and up to date, and 

Mrs Weston-Smith has compiled fiction and non-fiction titles for every year group. 

• Pick a specific book from the school’s wish list. 

• Donate any amount towards new library books. 

Every contribution, large or small, will support the curriculum and help children develop a lasting enjoyment 

of reading. Every book makes a difference—thank you! 

Support the library: view the wish list or make a donation. 

 

👕 Second-hand uniform tabletop sale on Friday 6 November at 3:30 pm 

Save money, reduce waste and support the PTA. Grab a pre-loved uniform bargain and help keep clothes 

out of landfill.  

We are hosting an in-person tabletop sale on Friday 6 November at 3:30 pm. 

•    Please donate: clean, good-quality items bearing the school logo. Leave them in the blue bin by 

the school gates. 

•   Please do not donate: non-logo items such as trousers, shorts or dresses, or anything that is 

unwashed or in poor condition. 

Thank you for helping us give uniform a second life. 

🏷️ Order name labels and raise 30% for the PTA 

Label it, keep it, fundraise! Need name labels for clothing and other belongings? Order through the PTA’s 

Stikins link and the PTA will receive 30% of the purchase price at no additional cost to you. 

Ready to order? Before you check out: confirm that fundraising number 24953 has been applied; if it has 

not, please enter it manually. 

 

Thanks for being part of our wonderful school community!  

    Stay connected: email westernpta@gmail.com, follow Western Primary School PTA on Facebook, or find 

us on Instagram at @westernpta. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS! What's on at St Paul's Church 
 
All our regular services and activities for children & youth are now back in full swing; details are on our 

website. Don't forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram or join our friendly WhatsApp community. 

 

Attachments: - Any attachments sent to parents are to provide additional information about opportunities and/or 

activities that may be of interest.  
Western CE Primary does not necessarily endorse them, as they are run by other organisations and/or individuals: 
 
 

A. Spooky Scarecrow Hunt 

B. Supercamps – Half term Activity Week 
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